
SIMPLE STEPS: BIG BENEFITS FOR THE MOHAWK RIVER

Conserve water and reduce runoff 

by letting that extra water maintain 

a beautiful rain garden. Best of all, 

you won’t have to remember to 

water it once established! 

Learn more and find easy do-it-yourself 
 instructions on the reverse side.

An Initiative of Oneida County Department of  
Water Quality and Water Pollution Control

Home and business owners can follow these three 
simple steps to help keep the Mohawk River clean:

REROUTE: Disconnect your Roof Leaders
RECLAIM: Install a Rain Barrel
RECHARGE: Plant a Rain Garden

Water your garden every other day for the first two 
weeks to help plants become established. After that, 

your garden should be self-sustaining. 



SIMPLE STEPS: BIG BENEFITS FOR THE MOHAWK RIVER

Reduce runoff and conserve water with a rain garden. Using
the extra water to maintain a beautiful rain garden means,
once it is established, you won’t have to remember to water it!

rippleeffectocsd.org

Support Your Rain Garden

 
 

minimum
10-foot
distance

Garden Location: Min. 10 ft. 
from Home's foundation.

Berm

 

use string & stakes to mark 
boundaries when building. Form a 

berm at lower end to prevent runoff.

Always check for 
gas & electric lines

before digging.

Incline
grade: 3-6%

Size: Roughly 100-300 Sq. Ft.;
Twice as long as width. 

Choose native plants in A variety
of heights & colors.  Aim for three 

seasons of blooms in YOUR garden.

Water your garden every other day for two weeks to help plants 
become established. After that, your garden should be self-sustaining.
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