
SIMPLE STEPS: BIG BENEFITS FOR THE MOHAWK RIVER

Capture excess water from your 

roof in a rain barrel to prevent 

it from entering the sewer 

system. Use the water for your 

garden or other outdoor jobs!

Learn more and find easy do-it-yourself 
 instructions on the reverse side.

An Initiative of Oneida County Department of  
Water Quality and Water Pollution Control

Home and business owners can follow these three 
simple steps to help keep the Mohawk River clean:

REROUTE: Disconnect your Roof Leaders
RECLAIM: Install a Rain Barrel
RECHARGE: Plant a Rain Garden

When it rains, water will collect into the barrel. 
Congratulations! You are now ready to 

benefit from your rain barrel.



Capture the water from your roof in a rain barrel and
prevent it from entering the sewer system. Use the water
for your garden or other outdoor jobs!
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Install A Rain Barrel

Place
on Level
surface
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Position your barrel directly 
under or near a downspout. 
Make sure it is level.
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Using APPROPRIATE TOOLS,
Cut your downspout.

A Diverter
can aid in
directing

water3

If needed, add a diverter to direct 
the downspout to the screened
opening on top of the barrel. 

Whenever it rains, any water
from your rooftop will collect into
the barrel. You are now ready to
benefit from your rainbarrel.
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