
An Initiative of Oneida County Department of  
Water Quality and Water Pollution Control.

SIMPLE STEPS: BIG BENEFITS FOR THE MOHAWK RIVER

For every inch of rain, as much as 
600 gallons of storm runoff is collected by 
your roof leader. Once that clean water 
enters the sewer system and mixes with 
wastewater, it overwhelms the sanitary 

sewer system, causing backups and 
overflows into the Mohawk River. 

Home and business owners can follow these three 
simple steps to help keep the Mohawk River clean:

REROUTE: Disconnect your Roof Leaders
RECLAIM: Install a Rain Barrel
RECHARGE: Plant a Rain Garden

Learn more and find easy do-it-yourself 
instructions on the reverse side.

Visit RippleEffectOCSD.org to learn how you can  
reclaim your excess water for use around your home!



1

Using a Hacksaw, cut your
roof leader, about 9-inches 
above sewer standpipe.

 

 

Cap

 
 

water from entering sewers.

2
Securely fit & attach elbow 
pipe to cut roof leader.

elbow
pipe

3

4
Minimum
5-foot 
distance

Minimum
5-foot
distance

Estimates show that a roof 1,000 square feet in size can 
produce more than 600 gallons of storm runoff for every 
1 inch of rain. When that clean water mixes with waste-
water, it all becomes contaminated and can end up in 
the Mohawk River.

rippleeffectocsd.org

Using APPROPRIATE TOOLS, cut 
your �roof leader about  
9 inches �above sewer standpipe.

Cap standpipe to keep 
�additional runoff storm 

�water from entering sewers.

Securely fit & attach elbow �pipe 
to cut end of roof leader.

Add extension pipe,  
�directing  at least �
5 feet from house.

A splash block �
can help direct 

water away from house.
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